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PRESS RELEASE
20th October 2008
New Ambassador -

maria miller MP, shadow minister for the family
Deaf Parenting UK is pleased to announce to welcome our new ambassador Maria Miller MP to join our Board of Ambassadors to promote awareness on the needs of Deaf parents.

Sabina Iqbal, Chair/Founder of Deaf Parenting UK: “I am delighted to welcome our new Ambassador Maria Miller, Shadow Minister for Family. She is an inspiration to many as being a mum, she understood and empathised with many Deaf parents in accessing to services. Also in her role, she explained about her responsibility and vision to make British the most family friendly country and ensuring the needs of Deaf parents are included.”
Maria Miller, Shadow Minister for the Family: “Deaf Parenting UK is unique, a charity run by deaf parents for deaf parents.  There is no other charity in the world like that.  And Deaf Parenting UK’s philosophy means that Deaf Parenting UK can empower as well as support deaf parents to highlight to those people who are running important public services, the severe gaps in provision which can have such a profound effect for families with deaf parents.

Deaf Parenting UK’s commitment of ensuring parents have the information that they need is impressive from helping parents to understand their rights under the Disability Discrimination Act, to information for deaf women in pregnancy, to parenting skills courses in BSL(British Sign Language), recognising the different needs of parents of children with different ages.

Our Conservative Party leader David Cameron made it clear then that at the heart of our vision for this country, is making it the most family friendly country in the world. That's for every family. As a Shadow Minister for the family it is my responsibility to turn that vision of being the most family friendly country in the world into reality through the policies that we propose. I hope this will help support Deaf Parenting UK’s ethos of empowering, enabling and supporting deaf parent because I share your concern that every family should have the support they need to succeed and give their children the best start in life.

There are estimated to be some 9 million deaf and hard of hearing people in the UK and many will be parents facing all the pressures and strains of being a parent as well as coping with the challenges of being deaf.  Despite the 1995 Disability Discrimination Act many have difficulties in accessing the information we need in everyday life.  The universal language of deaf parents in sign language may not be always available despite the fact that organisations have a legal responsibility to make their services accessible to deaf parents.
All families need to know that the support is going to be there when they need it particularly at those pressure points that families face.  More has to be done to ensure that communication is not a barrier whether it is during pregnancy, or around of the time of the child’s birth or indeed through parenting classes.  Deaf Parenting UK have highlighted that too many deaf parents still find it difficult to participate in the way they would like to at the child’s school.  As we all know parental support for children in the early years and indeed throughout their children's school career is critical.  Yet a great many deaf parents feel that more needs to be done to help them achieve the support that they want for their children, whether it is in reading or whether it is in other aspects of their development or indeed parenting skills. 
 As with so many other issues it is charitable and voluntary sector organisations on the ground in our community like Deaf Parenting UK, who are the main source of support for deaf families and it is little surprise that Deaf Parenting UK shows that deaf parents want more support groups and social net works for deaf parents to get the peer group support that they need and to help reduce that feeling of isolation that all parents feel but particularly that deaf parents feel.

Now if we are going to make Britain the most family friendly country in the world, it is clear there is still a great deal to do to meet the needs of deaf parents but the problems run deeper than that.  We need to not anymore side step the need to promote family stability in general; to help families come together and stay together.  This is an issue that is as pertinent to deaf parents as hearing parents.

Our families and relationships with our children, with our community shape our lives and for children those relationships can mean a difference between achieving their life potential and not.  The evidence is clear, children thrive when they have their parents, both parents involved in their lives and helping to strengthen families is vital, whether it is through parenting support programmes or in other ways, we can really help children to get a better start in life.

Being a deaf parent presents very real challenges and everyone will have first hand experience of how the services that are currently in place do not always meet their needs.  But pressures on families go even further than that.  Long working hours; the rising cost of living; the pressure to buy our children the latest trainers or the latest electronic game; we can't address the needs of deaf parents by addressing the specifics of communication alone.  We also have to look at the broader systemic issues too.

Well I believe that the time has really come to say that the support that we give families, whatever challenges they face, are some of the most important mechanisms we can put in place.  We want to make sure that everyone can access those support services when they are under pressure so that rather than floundering, families have the tools they need to survive, but the important thing is that they are also services that are accessible to deaf parents too. 
Deaf Parenting UK rightly focuses on how to give practical support on the ground through the programmes that DPUK have developed to bring deaf people together, helping them feel that it is not an isolated world out there, giving information and the skills they need through workshops and joint working.  But the fundamentals needs are the rights too.  
Family life and families change, the challenges faced by deaf parents are still too great.  What I have explained above, is just the start of how we want to help strengthen all families in Britain and in this changed world making Britain the most family friendly country in the world needs to be at the heart of all of our visions in the future of this country. I believe that working with our health visitors, child care workers, family and relationship experts, those above all voluntary organisations that know the real issues that deaf parents faces.  I know if we can work together we can turn this vision into a reality.”
Maria added that in her new role as Ambassador: “I am delighted to support Deaf Parenting UK and hope that I can help highlight the issues facing deaf parents” 

-Ends-
For all media enquiries/ contact please contact Asif Iqbal via email media@deafparent.org.uk
www.deafparent.org.uk
If you want to know more about Deaf Parenting UK, please email them on 
info@deafparent.org.uk 

Editors notes:
· Deaf Parenting UK is the first ever charity and small national organisation to be run by Deaf parents for Deaf parents. It represents the needs of Deaf parents in the UK, who have hearing children, deaf children or children with disability. 

· Deaf Parenting UK was established following research done on gaps in services for Deaf parents within the UK. From research, a picture emerged demonstrating the lack of awareness and consideration for the needs of Deaf parents.

· Because of communication issues within the home and at school Deaf children often lack access to basic information in the area of personal, social and health, such as growing up, sex education, pregnancy and 
parenting. Yet the background statistics are:



90% of Deaf children are born to hearing parents. As well as mainstream support and 


information, which is available to parents in general, parents of deaf children have access to 

information, resources and support via Social Services and organisations providing services to 

deaf children and their families. Information on parenting is also readily available in print, 


Video/DVD material and Parenting Classes etc. 


Deaf children grow up into adults and become parents and yet few resources and support is 

available to them in an accessible format. This is particularly with services noticeable as Deaf 

Adults have a 90% chance of having hearing children where access is a real issue.
· The following is common in Deaf parents’ daily lives, as services offered to Deaf parents are sometimes non existent, very limited or patchy as compared to those available to hearing parents:



Deaf parents are unable to access mainstream information - parenting skills classes, midwives 

or health visitors. Deaf parents find it difficult to access or participate in school life adequately 

due to staff inability to communicate in sign language or because of lack of Deaf awareness.

· Deaf Parenting UK offers the following services for Deaf parents and Deaf parents to be:
· Deaf Parenting Skills Workshops for deaf parents with young children, teenagers and expectant parents.


· Befriender Services

· One - to - One Parenting skills support at private home or at own discretion.

· Tailor - made parenting support services to meet Deaf parents’ needs.

· DPUK can deliver presentations/consultation meetings giving an insight into the service that we offer.

· Deaf Parenting UK have been recognised on local, national and international level especially on recent World Federation for the Deaf’s conference where we realised the uniqueness of Deaf Parenting UK as a national organisation in UK. We checked with other countries and there were none like Deaf Parenting UK apart from small projects here and there, but not a formal organisation of Deaf parents for Deaf parents. It shows on how important for Deaf Parenting UK to present itself as a good model for other countries across the world on enabling confidence, supporting and empowering Deaf parents
· To learn more about Deaf Parenting UK and to qualify for free membership for Deaf parents/ families, please visit our website on www.deafparent.org.uk.
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